
Board Conference Call Minutes
December 6, 2011

Roll Call-Diane B.

Diane called the roll.  The following members were present: Connie, Diane B., Diane H., Ellen, Linda S., Linda St.C., Louise, and Mandy.

Welcome & Agenda Review-Ellen

Ellen welcomed all members of the Board to the meeting with a special welcome to Linda Simmons, the new Regional Representative from the Southwest Region.  Following an earlier motion from Ellen to accept Linda as the new representative and a second to that motion from Mary Lou, the Board unanimously approved her appointment via E-Mail on November 14, 2011.

Guests- 
USDA Update: Tina Namian

Tina was not available for the call but did tell Ellen that the USDA-OIG audit report on CACFP was being held up prior to publication.  FNS is working on school lunch regulations and will be releasing a memo soon regarding additional state requirements.

FRAC Update: Geri Henchy

Geri anticipated that the National School Lunch Program regulations would be out as interim/final the first part of 2012.  Congress chose to intervene in USDA’s regulatory process and imposed very detailed requirements stating what FNS could and couldn’t do in the new school meal requirements. The proposed rule limited potatoes at breakfast and limited starchy vegetables at lunch, including potatoes, to one cup per week. The goal of IOM recommendations was to limit starchy vegetables, and in particular, French Fries, so schools would offer a greater variety of non-starchy vegetables. The IOM recommendations also specified tomato paste and puree would be credited as the actual volume served and not as it would be if it were reconstituted.  In the past, two tablespoons of tomato paste counted as a serving of ¼ cup of vegetables (double the actual volume).  This is the amount of tomato paste often used in frozen pizza products and, hence, led to the “pizza as a vegetable” label by the press.  

During the public comment period, a wide range of people and organizations requested that meal requirement limits not be placed on starchy vegetables and tomato paste and puree.  Those comments, and the efforts and money of food lobbyists, prevailed and Congress overrode the recommendations of health and medical professionals. As a result, the Final Rule does not limit any vegetable and tomato paste is still counted as if it were reconstituted. USDA and the President are working to get the regulations out of the legislative process.

Although the nutrition specifications in CACFP are different, Geri cautioned that the language used for school meal regulations will most likely be similar to that used in the CACFP regulations.  With CACFP, however, USDA will listen to comments from stakeholders and temper the very scientific Institute of Medicine (IOM) Report’s recommendations with requirements that are more practical for the program.  As soon as school rules are out, CACFP needs to be ready to address issues that arise for CACFP implementation, as it is likely that similar concepts from the school rules will carry over.  Geri noted that USDA does not have to follow every IOM recommendation precisely; so it will be interesting to see how much latitude USDA will exert to modify them for CACFP.

In closing Geri noted that because the budget “Super Committee” failed, there could be impending cuts for SNAP; however any implications for Child Nutrition Programs would be down the road.  She also made a commitment to attend the CACFP NPA Biennial Conference in April.


Review and Approval of Minutes-Diane B.

Minutes from the November 9, 2011 meeting were transmitted in advance and reviewed.  Louise moved that they be approved; Mandy seconded her motion and the minutes were approved as submitted.
 
Review and Approval of Treasurer’s Report-Connie

Connie reported a beginning balance of $28.995.25 as of October 12, 2011 with $7,000 in revenue from membership fees.  Expenses totaled $1,173.36 leaving a closing balance of $34,822.11.  Connie noted that the original Treasurer’s Report will be revised to correct the “total expense” figure.  She is working on membership totals and will include them at the bottom of the Treasurer’s Report from now on.

Committee Reports
Membership-Connie

Connie reported that thirteen states submitted Institutional Memberships and that Hawaii and Delaware also joined but paid by Individual Membership.  In addition, eleven other individuals joined and California’s payment was received.  As a side note, Connie mentioned that she had received no complaints about the change to two-year memberships.

Old Business

NPA Website Update, Renee

Connie reported that she was attempting to reach Mary Tauzin, the original Webmaster, to revise the old web page to include a link to the Association’s new web address.

2012 NPA Conference, Ellen

Ellen sent out a very tentative planning document to the Board as a starting place for each of the committees and asked that it not be distributed further.  She will add our Board meeting to the schedule to ensure that Board members are approved to arrive early.  The Board meeting will start at 8:00 AM on Tuesday, April 10, 2012; so members will need to plan on Monday as a travel day.  Ellen also reported that the next planning meeting will be December 13th but the meeting that would normally be held on December 27th will be skipped, as many will be out for the holiday.

New Business
Paperwork Reduction Report, Diane H.

Diane reported that the workgroup is meeting monthly via conference call.  The membership is composed of members from the Roundtable, Minute Menu, Regional Offices, FRAC, TSA, multi-state sponsoring organizations, family homes, centers, CDI (Head Start), state directors and USDA.  The group is divided into major activity groups that focus on 1) eliciting information from other groups, 2) creating an inventory of actual CACFP requirements, 3) interpretations as they affect implementation, 4) opportunities for change and 5) “low-hanging fruit”, i.e. recommendations that, although not specifically addressed in the bill, could be included in the latest Reauthorization regulations.  She will send us a more specific list of recommendations under consideration by the workgroup.

Message of the Month-December, Mandy

The Board recommended the following subjects for the Message of the Month: paperwork reduction highlights; encouragement to attend the April conference, including when registration materials might be expected; the link to the website; a general statement about USDA-OIG’s report being held up; and the FRAC Conference dates.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, January 11, 2012 @1:30 PM, EST
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